
2 Chronicles 29:1-30:27 ESV 

A. [Hezekiah begins to change what was wrong with the neglected house of the LORD.] 
Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abijah the 
daughter of Zechariah. (2) And HE DID WHAT WAS RIGHT IN THE EYES OF THE LORD, according to all that David his father had done. (3) In the first 
year of his reign, IN THE FIRST MONTH, he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them.  

B. He brought in the priests and the Levites and assembled them in the square on the east (5) and said to them, “Hear me, Levites! Now consecrate 
yourselves, and consecrate the house of THE LORD, THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, and carry out the filth from the Holy Place.  

/The priests and the Levites are brought in by the king. 
/The king gives a command. 
/“Consecrate yourselves, and consecrate the house of THE LORD, THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS.” 

C. (6) For OUR FATHERS HAVE BEEN UNFAITHFUL AND HAVE DONE WHAT WAS EVIL IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD OUR GOD. 

D. They have forsaken him and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD and turned their backs. They also shut the doors of 
the vestibule and put out the lamps and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the Holy Place to the God of Israel. (8) Therefore 
the wrath of the LORD came on Judah and Jerusalem, and he has made them an object of horror, of astonishment, and of hissing, as you see with 
your own eyes. For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for this. Now it is 
in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD, the God of Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn away from us. 

/“They have forsaken him and HAVE TURNED AWAY THEIR FACES from the habitation of the LORD” 
/“HE HAS MADE THEM AN OBJECT OF HORROR, OF ASTONISHMENT, AND OF HISSING, AS YOU SEE WITH YOUR OWN EYES” 
/“OUR SONS AND OUR DAUGHTERS AND OUR WIVES ARE IN CAPTIVITY FOR THIS” 
/“in order THAT HIS FIERCE ANGER MAY TURN AWAY FROM US” 

E. (11) My sons, do not now be negligent; for the LORD has chosen you to stand in his presence, to minister to him and to be his ministers and 
make offerings to him." (12) Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the Kohathites; and 
of the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; and of the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the 
son of Joah; (13) and of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; (14) and of the sons of 
Heman, Jehuel and Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.  

/a clear command and a positive response 

F. (15) THEY GATHERED THEIR BROTHERS and consecrated themselves and went in AS THE KING HAD COMMANDED, BY THE WORDS OF THE 
LORD, to cleanse the house of the LORD. 



G. (16) The priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse it, and THEY BROUGHT OUT ALL THE UNCLEANNESS that 
they found in the temple of the LORD into the court of the house of the LORD. And THE LEVITES TOOK IT AND CARRIED IT OUT TO THE 
BROOK KIDRON. 

H. (17) They began to consecrate ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST MONTH, and ON THE EIGHTH DAY OF THE MONTH they came to the 
vestibule of the LORD. Then for eight days THEY CONSECRATED THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, and ON THE SIXTEENTH DAY OF THE FIRST 
MONTH they finished. (18) Then they went in to Hezekiah the king and said, "WE HAVE CLEANSED ALL THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, the altar 
of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the table for the showbread and all its utensils. (19) All the utensils that King Ahaz discarded in 
his reign when he was faithless, we have made ready and consecrated, and behold, they are before the altar of the LORD." (20) Then 
Hezekiah the king rose early and gathered the officials of the city and went up to the house of the LORD. (21) And they brought seven 
bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats for a sin offering for the kingdom and for the sanctuary and for Judah. And he 
commanded the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. (22) So THEY SLAUGHTERED THE BULLS, and the 
priests received the blood and threw it against the altar. And THEY SLAUGHTERED THE RAMS, and their blood was thrown against the altar. 
And THEY SLAUGHTERED THE LAMBS, and their blood was thrown against the altar. (23) Then the goats for the sin offering were brought 
to the king and the assembly, and they laid their hands on them, (24) and the priests slaughtered them and made a sin offering with their 
blood on the altar, to make atonement for all Israel. For the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering should be made 
for all Israel. 

/On three specific days of the first month {first, eighth and sixteenth) they consecrated the house of the LORD. 
/Priests/Levites consecrated {“cleansed”} the house of the LORD. 
/They slaughtered the bulls, they slaughtered the rams, and they slaughtered the lambs. 
/The priests threw the blood of the slaughtered animals against the altar. 
/King Hezekiah commanded that the sin offering be done to MAKE ATONEMENT FOR ALL ISRAEL. 

I.  
1. (25) And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, harps, and lyres, 
2. according to the commandment of David and of Gad the king's seer and of Nathan the prophet, for the commandment was from the 
LORD through his prophets.  

3. (26) The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets.  
4. (27) Then Hezekiah commanded that the burnt offering be offered on the altar. 

5. And when the burnt offering began, the song to the LORD began also, and the trumpets, accompanied by the instruments of 
David king of Israel.  

6. (28) THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY WORSHIPED, AND THE SINGERS SANG, AND THE TRUMPETERS SOUNDED. 
5′. All this continued until the burnt offering was finished. (29) When the offering was finished, the king and all who were present 
with him bowed themselves and worshiped. 

4′. (30) And Hezekiah the king and the officials commanded  
3′. the Levites to sing praises to the LORD 



2′. with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. 
1′. And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed down and worshiped. 

J. (31) THEN HEZEKIAH SAID, "You have now consecrated yourselves to the LORD.  

K. Come near; BRING SACRIFICES AND THANK OFFERINGS TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD."  

L. And THE ASSEMBLY brought sacrifices and thank offerings, and all who were of A WILLING HEART brought burnt offerings. 

M. (32) The number of the burnt offerings that the assembly brought was 70 bulls, 100 rams, and 200 lambs; all these were for a 
burnt offering to the LORD. (33) And the consecrated offerings were 600 bulls and 3,000 sheep. 

N. (34) But THE PRIESTS WERE TOO FEW and could not flay all the burnt offerings, so until OTHER PRIESTS HAD CONSECRATED 
THEMSELVES, their brothers the Levites helped them, until the work was finished--for the Levites were more upright in heart than 
the priests in consecrating themselves. (35) Besides the great number of burnt offerings, there was the fat of the peace offerings, 
and there were the drink offerings for the burnt offerings. Thus the service of the house of the LORD was restored. (36) And 
Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because God had provided for the people, for the thing came about suddenly. 

/the priests were too few and could not flay all the burnt offerings, so until other priests had consecrated 
themselves, their brothers the Levites helped them, until the work was finished 
/Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced. 
/God had provided for the people 
/the thing came about suddenly 

A′. [Hezekiah begins to change what was wrong with the neglected celebration of the Passover.] 
1. Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh,  
2. that they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem to keep the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel. (2) For the king and his 
princes and all the assembly in Jerusalem had taken counsel to keep the Passover IN THE SECOND MONTH— 
3. (3) they had not been able to observe it at the proper time because the priests had not consecrated themselves in sufficient number, nor had the 
people assembled in Jerusalem— 

1′. (4) and the plan SEEMED RIGHT TO THE KING AND ALL THE ASSEMBLY. (5) So they decreed to make a proclamation throughout all Israel, from 
Beersheba to Dan,  
2′. that the people should come and keep the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem,  
3′. for they had not kept it as often as prescribed. 



B′. (6) So couriers went throughout all Israel and Judah with letters from the king and his princes, as the king had commanded, saying, "O people of 
Israel, return to THE LORD, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND ISRAEL, that he may turn again to the remnant of you who have escaped from the 
hand of the kings of Assyria. 

/Couriers are sent out by the king. 
/“as the king had commanded” 
/“Return to THE LORD, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND ISRAEL.” 

C′. (7) Do not be like YOUR FATHERS AND YOUR BROTHERS, WHO WERE FAITHLESS TO THE LORD GOD OF THEIR FATHERS, 

D′. so that he made them a desolation, as you see. (8) Do not now be stiff-necked as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the LORD and 
come to his sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever, and serve the LORD your God, that his fierce anger may turn away from you. (9) For if 
you return to the LORD, your brothers and your children will find compassion with their captors and return to this land. For the LORD your God 
is gracious and merciful and will not turn away his face from you, if you return to him." 

/“For THE LORD YOUR GOD is gracious and merciful and WILL NOT TURN AWAY HIS FACE FROM YOU.” 
/“HE MADE THEM A DESOLATION, AS YOU SEE” 
/“YOUR BROTHERS AND YOUR CHILDREN WILL FIND COMPASSION WITH THEIR CAPTORS” 
/“THAT HIS FIERCE ANGER MAY TURN AWAY FROM YOU” 

E′. (10) So the couriers went from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, but they laughed them to 
scorn and mocked them. (11) However, some men of Asher, of Manasseh, and of Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. 

/an implied command with a negative response and an overriding positive response 

F′. (12) The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to do WHAT THE KING AND THE PRINCES COMMANDED BY THE WORD OF 
THE LORD. (13) And MANY PEOPLE CAME TOGETHER in Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month, A VERY 
GREAT ASSEMBLY. 

G′. (14) THEY SET TO WORK AND REMOVED THE ALTARS that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for burning incense THEY TOOK AWAY 
AND THREW INTO THE BROOK KIDRON. 

H′. (15) And THEY SLAUGHTERED THE PASSOVER LAMB ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF THE SECOND MONTH. And the priests and the 
Levites were ashamed, so that THEY CONSECRATED THEMSELVES and brought burnt offerings into the house of the LORD. (16) They 
took their accustomed posts according to the Law of Moses the man of God. The priests threw the blood that they received from the hand 
of the Levites. (17) For there were many in the assembly who had not consecrated themselves. Therefore the Levites had to SLAUGHTER 
THE PASSOVER LAMB for everyone who was not clean, to consecrate it to the LORD. 18) For a majority of the people, many of them from 
Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, HAD NOT CLEANSED THEMSELVES, yet they ate the Passover otherwise than as prescribed. For 
Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying, "May the good LORD pardon everyone (19) who sets his heart to seek God, the LORD, the 



God of his fathers, even though not according to the sanctuary's rules of cleanness." (20) And the LORD heard Hezekiah and healed the 
people. 

/On a specific day of the second month {fourteenth) they sacrificed the Passover lamb. 
/Priests/Levites consecrated {“cleansed”} themselves. 
/They slaughtered the Passover lamb. 
/The priests threw the blood of the slaughtered animals against the altar. 
/King Hezekiah prayed “MAY THE GOOD LORD PARDON EVERYONE who sets his heart to seek God, the LORD, the God of 
his fathers, even though not according to the sanctuary's rules of cleanness”. 

I′. (21) And THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL who were present at Jerusalem KEPT THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD seven days WITH GREAT 
GLADNESS, and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, SINGING WITH ALL THEIR MIGHT to the LORD. 

J′. (22) And HEZEKIAH SPOKE ENCOURAGINGLY to all the Levites who showed good skill in the service of the LORD.  

K′. So they ate the food of the festival for seven days, SACRIFICING PEACE OFFERINGS AND GIVING THANKS TO THE LORD, the God 
of their fathers. 

L′. (23) Then THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY AGREED TOGETHER to keep the feast for another seven days. So they kept it for another seven 
days WITH GLADNESS. 

M′. (24) For Hezekiah king of Judah gave the assembly 1,000 bulls and 7,000 sheep for offerings, and the princes gave the 
assembly 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep. 

N′. And THE PRIESTS CONSECRATED THEMSELVES IN GREAT NUMBERS. (25) The whole assembly of Judah, and the priests and 
the Levites, and the whole assembly that came out of Israel, and the sojourners who came out of the land of Israel, and the 
sojourners who lived in Judah, rejoiced. (26) So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the time of Solomon the son of 
David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. (27) Then the priests and the Levites arose and blessed the 
people, and their voice was heard, and their prayer came to his holy habitation in heaven. 

/the priests consecrated themselves in great numbers 
/The whole assembly of Judah, and the priests and the Levites, and the whole assembly that came out of Israel, 
and the sojourners who came out of the land of Israel, and the sojourners who lived in Judah, rejoiced. 
/their prayer came to His holy habitation in heaven 
/since the time of Solomon the son of David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem 



Note: ALL CAPS denotes a thematic connection between one major section (e.g., A) and its primed counterpart (e.g., A´). Underlining (of various 
types) denotes thematic connections within the same section, whether regular or primed. 



BH comments 

The first section of this parallelism centers on the consecration (cleansing) of the house of God through sacrifices and the removal of filth from the 
temple. 

The second section of this parallelism centers on the consecration of the people of God through the sacrifice of the Passover lamb and the removal of 
sin from the people of God (the temple of the Lord) as characterized in the keeping of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

(This might be, at least for me, one of the clearest pictures in Scripture of what the essence of the Feast of Unleavened Bread is.) 



(29:11) My sons, do not now be negligent [H7951, shalah: tranquil; at ease; feeling prosperous; also translated once as “deceive” – BH – This 
thought is thematically connected with “they laughed them to scorn and mocked them” in Chapter 30:10. To be at ease within ourselves, to 
think that we are prospering in our own beliefs and ways apart from God and His Word, results in us deceiving ourselves, and is really akin 
to laughing at God and His ways and mocking them. See also Galatians 6:7: “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, 
that will he also reap.”] 

Gospel references to Yeshua being scorned and mocked (from E′): (10) So the couriers went from city to city through the country of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun, but they laughed them to scorn and mocked them): 

[First, the prophecy of Isaiah foretold that Messiah would be scorned: (Isaiah 53:3 ESV) He was despised [scorned] and rejected by men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

(Matthew 27:27-29 ESV) Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion 
before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his 
right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 

Matthew 27:41-44 ESV) So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He 
is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. 
For he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.  

(Luke 23:11 ESV) And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. 

Seven (7) (the number of completion) distinct people or groups of people scorned and mocked Yeshua (He was completely despised and 
rejected, in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy): 

1. the soldiers of the governor 
2. the chief priests 
3. the scribes 
4. the elders 
5. the robbers who were crucified with him 
6. Herod 
7. Herod’s soldiers


